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Post-kala-azar dermal leishmaniasis (PKDL) commonly occurs after treatment of visceral 
leishmaniasis, in particular in the Sudan. Patients with PKDL often present at the village 
level and therefore all cadres of health workers should have a working knowledge to 
adequately diagnose and manage PKDL patients. To achieve this a basic understanding 
of the epidemiology and pathophysiology is needed including the underlying immune 
responses. 
  
Aim of the course 
This course is designed to increase the knowledge of PKDL for all cadres of health 
workers in order to contribute to better understanding and management of PKDL, in the 
context of control of visceral leishmaniasis. 
 
Objectives 
This course is designed to explain the importance of PKDL in the spectrum of visceral 
leishmaniasis. All aspects of epidemiology, pathogenesis, clinical aspects and control 
will be discussed in an interactive way so that the candidate will become familiar with 
these basic concepts and acquires adequate knowledge and skills to diagnose and 
manage PKDL in each endemic region.    
After successful completion of this course the candidate should be able to: 
1.       Understand the importance of PKDL 
2.       Understand the epidemiology and geographical differences 
3.       Understand the pathogenesis 
4.       Adequate diagnose PKDL using available tools 
5.       Start treatment if indicated 
 
